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Judge in Kansas? The appointment is disgraceful to the Presi-
dent, who knew Delahay and all his faults, but the disgrace
to the Administration will be greater if the Senate confirms
him. He is no lawyer, could not try a case properly even, in
a Justice's court and has no character. Mr. Buchanan in his
worst days never made so disgraceful an appointment to the
bench.

Herndon relates that Delahay's expenses to the Chicago
nominating convention, as an expected delegate from Kan-
sas, were promised by Lincoln. He was not a delegate
and never had the remotest chance of being one, but he
came as a "hustler" and Lincoln paid his expenses all
the same. He was nevertheless appointed judge, was im-
peached by Congress in 1872 under charges of incom-
petency, corruption, and drunkenness on and off the
bench, and resigned while the impeachment committee
was taking testimony.

Major-General John M. Palmer writes from Chatta-
nooga, December 18, 1863:

The Illinois troops (now voters) are beginning to talk about the
Presidency. Mr. Lincoln is by far the strongest man with the
army, and no combination could be made which would impair
his strength with this army unless, perhaps, Grant's candidacy
would. The people of Tennessee would now vote for Lincoln,
it is thought by many. Andy Johnson is understood to be a
Presidential aspirant by most people in this state. He is not as
popular as I once thought he was, though if he will exert himself
to do so he can be Governor, or Senator, when the state is reor-
ganized. He is understood to favor emancipation, and the peo-
ple are prepared for it, but I fear personal questions will com-
plicate the matter. The truth is all these Southern politicians
are behind the times sadly. There is nothing practical about
them. Now, when the whole social and political fabric is
broken up, new foundations might be laid for institutions which
would in their effects within twenty years compensate the State
for all its losses, heavy as they are. But not much will be done,
I fear, because the politicians don't seem to know what isy fcv
